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Press release

Paris, 13rd October 2008
 “United in Diversity – European Attitudes” 
The first exhibition to travel at 300 km/h!


The faces of Europeans observed by Ari Versluis and Ellie Uyttenbroek, the Dutch photographers of Exactitudes, are circulating on a Thalys train through Belgium, France Germany and the Netherlands 
“United in Diversity – European Attitudes” makes alive the European identity. From the interaction between Dutch photographers Ari Versluis &  Ellie Uyttenbroek – Exactitudes, and French scenographer Olivier Boisson – Nawak & Ventilo, emerged 14 photographic series revealing some of the common identities which make European citizenship. This artistic Tandem was united following a proposal by curator Caroline Siobhan Ryan - PiArt. 

From 13th October until 31st December 2008, the 14 series made of 12 portraits that make up the exhibition will be displayed on a Thalys train travelling at 300 kilometres an hour between Amsterdam, Brussels, Cologne and Paris! 

After 3 weeks of casting and shooting at Rotterdam-Centraal (July-August) then 3 weeks in Paris, at Gare du Nord (August-September), Ari Versluis and Ellie Uyttenbroek produced the 14 new series of photographs that represent their vision of European attitudes and identities. 

The travelling exhibition will be a moment of “giving back” to the public questioned, photographed…it will be a moment of revelation of this European identity, making it concrete and alive.

About Thalys
To date, more than 65 million passengers have travelled between Paris, Brussels, Amsterdam and Cologne. At the end of June 2008, Thalys announced an 8% increase in its turnover. It is possible for any passenger to travel on Thalys without a paper ticket, using the Ticketless service. From mid-2009, Thalys will take you from Paris to Cologne and Amsterdam in less than 3hr 15 min, from Brussels to Cologne in 1hr 47 min and from Brussels to Amsterdam in 1hr 46 min. Visit www.thalys.com for details of our offers and those of our partners and keep up to date with Thalys news or http://thalys.mobi, the site for mobile Internet users. 

Thalys is a product of the SNCB, SNCF, DB AG and NS. 

Thalys is a member of:

-  Railteam, cooperation between Europe’s leading high-speed rail operators;  

- the CER (Community of European Railway and Infrastructure Companies) and the UIC (International Union of Railways).
About The European Cultural Season 
From July to December 2008, tribute is being paid to the different cultures of the twenty-seven member states of the European Union in all corners of France, across the country and beyond. This is a pledge made by the French Presidency of the European Union: for the first time to propose to the French public a European Cultural Season to demonstrate the creative diversity of all European cultures and the power of heritage, largely common to them all. 

The European Cultural Season addresses all arts and all publics featuring dance, theatre, classical and modern music, sciences, street art, painting, sculpture, graphic art, design, architecture, photography, cinema, digital art, literature…
To know more about the European Cultural Season: http://www.ue2008.fr/saison-culturelle-europeenne
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Full press kit on www.pi-art.fr
Photographs can be consulted on www.pi-art.fr (All rights reserved, publication after authorization from the press department).
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